Notice from Stretton Sugwas Parish Council regarding the writing of a Biodiversity Action Plan and how you can all be involved
What is biodiversity I hear you asking? Biodiversity refers to the different forms of life in an area that includes all plants and animals, (including humans), fungi, algae and other microscopic forms of life and the ecosystem that they’re part of. Each of these species and organisms work together to maintain and support life. We all know what happens if this balance is lost.
Under the Environment Act 2021 all public authorities in England have a legal duty to conserve and enhance biodiversity. This includes Parish Councils and can be achieved by writing a Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) that Stretton Sugwas has committed to writing that will state how we will measure, protect and improve habitats within our Parish.
In order to achieve this we need to firstly establish what we already have within our Parish, from this decide how we can improve/enhance habitats and increase biodiversity and how we’ll maintain them.
We need your help to achieve this and here is how all the residents of Stretton Sugwas Parish can be involved:-
a) By carrying out a survey of your garden and/or land recording any plants, animals, fungi, algae and sending the results to Jane Denny, Parish Councillor either
i) directly via email to j.denny@strettonsugwasparishcouncil.gov.uk 
ii) by completing a survey form that  follows this article and placing it in a box in the village hall, apologies that it is only A5
iii) by completing the form online on the Stretton Sugwas Parish council website  www.strettonsugwasparishcouncil.gov.uk Or if you prefer print it off, complete it, place it in a box in the village hall or take a digital photograph of it and email it to me at j.denny@strettonsugwasparishcouncil 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The deadline for receiving your surveys is the 30th September 2026 but the sooner we receive them the better, thank you.
There are several free apps for mobile ‘phones that can help with identification e.g. Google Lens, i naturalist, Merlin Bird ID that identifies birds through birdsong. 
How much time, how often and at what time you do your surveys is up to you but repeating them at different times of the day will provide a more accurate picture of the wildlife you have in your garden and/or on your land. 
b) By suggesting ideas for how biodiversity could be improved e.g sites for planting trees,  wildflower seeds and bulbs, sites for bird, bat, hedgehog boxes etc.
c) By getting involved in actually planting trees, wild flowers etc, siting bird/bat/hedgehog  boxes.
d) By supporting the compiling of the BAP with your expertise 
If you would like to be involved please let me know via my parish council email.
Please email me directly if you have a problem with completing the form, can’t get to the village hall or just want to be involved in any way to j.denny@strettonsugwasparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Thank you. We look forward to hearing from you with your findings and working with you all to improve the biodiversity of our Parish and safeguarding it for future generations. 
